Emmer Green Pre-School – Policies & Procedures

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE (EYFS) POLICY
Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to their full potential. A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right, and it provides the foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. When parents choose to use early years services they want to know the provision will keep their children safe and help them to thrive. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the framework that provides that assurance.

The Learning Environment 

The Pre-school uses two rooms and a large outside area with a free flow door open policy to allow all children to explore and learn securely and safely.  Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than indoors.  The children can explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant.  

EYFS is based upon four themes:
1. A Unique Child

2. Positive Relationships

3. Enabling Environments
4. Learning and Development

· Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things and have a go

· Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy achievements

· Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas and make links between ideas and develop strategies for doing things.

This policy explains how our pre-school is underpinned by these four themes.

1. A Unique Child
At Emmer Green Pre-School we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways, at varying rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from others; we use praise and encouragement, as well as celebration and rewards, to encourage children to develop a positive attitude to learning.

Inclusion 

We value the diversity of individuals within the pre-school. All children at Emmer Green Pre-School are treated fairly regardless of race, gender, religion or abilities. All children and their families are valued within our pre-school. 

In our pre-school we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning. 

In the Foundation Stage we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds. 

Welfare 

It is important to us that all children in the pre-school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards. 

Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them. At pre-school we understand that we are legally required to comply with certain welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage.

At pre-school we: 

· promote the welfare of children;
· promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate action when children are ill;
· manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development and individual needs;
· ensure all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised access to them are suitable to do so;
· ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for purpose;
· ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and development experiences tailored to meet their needs;
· maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe efficient management of the setting and to meet the needs of the children.
2.
Positive Relationships
We recognise that children learn to be strong, confident and independent from being in secure relationships. We aim to develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with the children and their families. 

Parents as Partners 

We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value being partners with them in their child’s education through: 
· Talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our pre-school. 
· Offering both parents and children the opportunity to spend time in the pre-school before starting. 
· Operating an open door policy for parents with any queries.
· Sharing regularly the children’s ‘Learning Journey’ with parents and valuing the on-going contributions to this from parents.
· Offering two parent/keyworker consultation sessions per year. 
· Developing a range of activities throughout the year that encourage collaboration between child, pre-school and parents.
All staff involved with the EYFS aim to develop good relationships with all children, interacting positively with them and taking time to listen to them. 
3.
Enabling Environments
We recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the children’s development. This begins by observing the children and assessing their interests, development and learning, before planning challenging but achievable activities and experiences. 
Pre-school staff use ongoing assessment of children’s learning and development, enables practitioners to support each child’s development and to share information with parents and carers and other practitioners (staff).

We use our home visits as our first assessment we then use All About Me and a baseline assessment and two year old checks to monitor progress.

The Staff talk to parents/carers at drop off or pick up times or at Open Mornings, to get Parents/Carers views.

We would provide additional support for any child and monitor progress.

4.
Learning and Development
There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational provision in early years settings. 

All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 

Prime Areas: 

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

· Communication and Language 

· Physical Development 

Personal Social and Emotional Development is about

· Forming meaningful relationships with other children and adults

· Having respect for other people

· Being able to express and cope with feelings and emotions

· Becoming independent and helping others 

· Make choices and take responsibility

· Learning appropriate behaviour

· Having feelings of wonder and joy

· Learning about festivals, traditions and special occasions

· Learning about taking care of ourselves, cleaning our teeth, washing hands atc
· Learning about how to keep healthy by exercising and making good choices about food and drink

Communication and Language is about

· Being able to make themselves understood

· Understanding and following instructions

· Developing good listening skills

· Being able to hold a conversation with children, friends and adults

· Understanding “Why” questions

· Enjoying stories and remembering much of what happened

· Using talk to organise themselves in their play

· Being able to articulate their thoughts, feelings and ideas

· Building up a broad vocabulary

Literacy is about
· Enjoying songs and rhymes

· Enjoy sharing books with an adult and with friends

· Enjoying listening to stories with a book or orally

· Noticing print in the environment and developing curiosity about its meaning

· Beginning to make marks to represent words

· Begin to develop interest in letters and the sounds they represent

· Begin to use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing – writing a shopping list etc.

Physical Development is about

· Learning  to gain control over our bodies – becoming more confident and independent in our movements

· Use large muscle movements, climbing, throwing, mark making and waving streamers

· Work with other to move objects and resources safely

· Becoming independent with regard to dressing and putting on coats

· Express feelings through movement and music

· Gaining skills and control over a variety of tools

· Developing fine motor skills using a range of tools such as scissors, pens and pencils etc.

Mathematics is about

· Developing counting behaviours

· Counting in context

· Reciting numbers in order

· Counting objects with one to one correspondence

· Recognise numerals

· Making marks to represent numbers/quantities

· Naming shapes 2D and 3D and using shapes appropriately

· Recognising, creating and extending patterns

· Using positional language in play – in front, behind etc
· Beginning to understand and explore language of measure – length, weigh and capacity

Understanding the World is about

· Exploring the local environment

· Exploring and solving problems

· Finding out about the past

· Using a variety of technology in different ways to extend and develop the children’s knowledge and understanding

· Making models using different materials and techniques

· Planning and designing models and play before making it

· Having an understanding of locality and travelling to other places

· Looking at map routes and distances

Expressive Arts and Design is about

· Joining in with songs and rhymes

· Responding to music and rhythm through movements and dance

· Exploring musical instruments and the sounds they make

· Developing pretend play based on their own real life experiences

· Experiment with different materials to make models and develop their ideas

· Explore different media and techniques to create art work

· Experiment with colour mixing

· Develop and interest in different types of creative works

Staff will also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied.

Specific Areas: 

· Literacy 

· Mathematics 

· Knowledge of the world 

· Expressive arts and design 

We deliver learning for all of the areas through, purposeful play and learning experiences, with a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities. 

Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. 
In their play children learn at their highest level.
Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. 

This policy was adopted by Pre School on …..……………………………………….

Signed on behalf of the committee …………………………………………………..

Name of signatory ……………………………………………………………………..
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